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Mont Alto State Forest, Adame County, Pa.

By Jesse D. Diller

Ob1ectivo!
To select nnd teat blight-res1~tnnce chestnutg. To determine
'Which of the numerou8 Asintj,c f.lccess!ons obt",lned through direct
tmportntlons, or from nuraerymen, are most likely substituted
for our native, blight-susceptible chestnut.

History! t.j p\o-t'S) \j(j ~ ... e.I!!'~ Q.d....c.'"
This t'Wo-acre chestnut plantation was e8t~bllshed srring of 1938
on the east slopes of Green Mountain on the eastern border of the
Mont Alto State Forest, about 4 miles from Fairfield, Fa. 1.e.-
a oooperative planting by the U. S. Forest Servioe, and the
Pennsylvania Dept. of Foreeta and Waters. The latter cleared the
site of pole-sized hardwoods and fenced the area against deer and
livestock. The former furnished the planting stock, supervjsed the
planting, and released the trees from sprout hardwoods during the
tit-at 10 years, and 8SSumed full reeponalbllity in tree measurements
and note taking on blight resistance, etc.

Present StatWII
On Sept. 12, 1952 a Bhow-me-trip was conducted to this then l£-year
pld' planting. Approximatel~r 50 people were in attendance,
representing foderal and state foresters, extension service
forostors, dendrologists, game techicians, and forest pathologist.

Publication

Diller. Jesse D, (1954) "A Potential Timber-Type Chinese chestnut n.
For. Res. Notes No. 371 1-4. Northeastern Forest Erp, St8,

Recommendations 1

-It Is reoommended that thjs 2-acre Asiatic chestnut plantation
(which also includes several other exotic species) be continued
88 8 permanent plot for obtnining (8) data on rate of growth of
the exotics, (b) information on the nut quolity and quantity of
the s8verel ·chestnut accessions represented ond (c) for demon9tr~tional

purposes to the pub1ic since this planting 1s readily accessible
to both Washington D. C. and Harrisbllrff, Pa.

Balght and diameter rceosurements should he continued at approximately
5-year 1nterv81s, preferably by the U. S. Forest Service, since
this planting ia located le6s than se ndles from the VPl~C Headquarters.
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It would be highly desirable if it oan be arranged,\ if a thorough
cleaning would be performed in this plBnting within thsfnext .
12 months by the Pa. Dept. ot Forests and Waters.,eare must"be ex
eroised, bow8ve~, because there are several American chestnut
graf'ts (ot soioDs from 80me very promising native et:1estnut trees
that appear to have developed a natural reslst~c8 :to, blight)
gratted on to volunteer native ohertnnt sprouts as loot I!Jtock.
These ooeur ma1.n1y betwen rows within the fenced plot, and. :.
could eadly' be mistaken tor the ordinary volunteer growth or
ohestnuts on the area.



SmW.ARY OF RESULTS

IAont Alto State Forest

Chestnut accession Number Average Average status Average status
identi fica tion trees height in 1945 in 1950

Symbol Species planted in 1938 Healthy D.b.h. Ht. Healthy D.b.h. Ht.
Nliillber feet Percent Inches Feet Percent Inches FeErt--

-564 Chinese 15 4.8 40 1.9 20.2 61 3.4 21.1
IIBG do 14 1.6 61 1.2 1".4 11 3.0 24.2
611 Jap. 16 4.4- 19 1.6- 15.6 38 3.8 24.8
631 Chinese 16 - 3-.3- 26 1.3- 15.2 60 2.8 26.8
110 "do 16 1.1 53 1.0 12.4 44 2.8 23.1
45 Jap. 16 3.4- 38 1.8 11.6 63 3.1 23..3

)fAIl Chinese 16 3.3 30 1.2- 11.6 62 2.2 23.5
MAT do 14 3.9- 21 1.4- 15.5 63 2.5 23.4
616 do 16 3.9- 44 1.3 14.8 50 2.4 23.2
UBC do, 16 3.3 62 1.2- 14.2 50 2.4 22.4
IIBH do 15 1.1- 33 1.3 12.8 44 2.4 23 ..0
1mB do 14 1.8 43 0.8' 12.9 29 2.1 24.0

GIl Jap. 26 3.6 12 1.3 13.6 15 3.0 24.2
530 Chinese 16 3.4 6 1.2 15.0 36 2.8 23.0

GS Jap. 15 3.8~ 0 - -' 21 2.8 23.6
GP do 32 3.:5- 0 - - 23 3.0 23.6

GAB Jap. 16 3.8- 19 1.5 14.1 13 3.2 21.5
em liD 31 2.7- 6 0.9 10.0 16 11.4 20-.5
HF Henryii 16 2.9 25 1.4 15.3 Sl 2.4 22.4
GO Jap. 16 2.4" 0 - - 12 2.6 19.0
Gil do III 2.6 0 - - 18 2.7 21.0

-564 =P. I. 68602. 1J1lported as seed from Nanking. China by U. S. D. A. in 1924.



." -

V 36666
3 ph. 3/29/15



-,.. --~_.------_. --------
/J--'

',f- •.' mdlliss ima /



..-._- .-,._-..... 1" ., I. '1,--;:----------,.----

··s.P.l.fJo. Scientific N~e

Chestnut
CO!!IUon 'l~e

5-16-28Data •••••••••.

John Kelle.................
'Expe r irr.cn te r

11. pranpt reply to the foUo~inJ< questiO:lS regarding the tree a'Oave
~~ed will be tr.Dr~fully received: ,~

l~umber of tre•• alive.,r:;{.Height of tr.es :;?)1..., ..
Have trees fr~ited~.size and quality of nuts•..•.............•..

Approzi~te 1,6atio~ of trees on~r Place.~~ .~
~!~.~.L,k.d~'?'tJJ.. Jt;;;4:t. .. .. .'~,IJ{;,

Kindly use inclosed e~velo?e. ,
Knowles Ryerson,

Hal' i~A '. Cha!'ge.
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41462 Castanea p~la x crenata
"S·.P.I.No. Scientific Na:ne

Chestnut

CO!Tl.'ton Name

i .

A prompt reply to the following questions regarding the tree above
na~ed will be thDr~fully received:

Humber of trees alive ..1h Height of trees •..• J..:f.~ (tS~~/ .

Have trees f.ru1ted7A"a .. Size and quality of nuts ......~ .......•

.Approximate locatio!"! of trees on your place. {;q.(!:. (Jf.. D().rJTJJtl?!.J"....

f.indly use inclos~d envelope.

Date . .~jllj28. Sii!;n

. . . . . . {'Q-t . ~ ~?-~~. f9n~~. M~?-'
S"peri:r.enter

Knowles Ryerson,
Hortiqult~rist in Charge.

here.~.~~/.~ .
. . '----~~ ..

. . .¥~: .~W; ~9·,!,·. ~.;t~ .
>.ddress
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ORDER DATE' 'Ms.rch 15, 19'7

SHIP See uiter lnstructionn
FROM,

FOR'

4a below

E. A. ZIEGLER
DEn. FOH~Bt~ & l<ATEHB
HA:'PJSllURO.. ?ID-iNA.

DIYISION 0 ..

PLANT EXPLORATION AND INTRODUCTION
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRiCULTURE
WASHINGTON. D. C. .

EXPRESS ADDRESS:

STATE~y I.j. I, v'("7
R06C QZ1roun
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MONTJ.LTO, PA.

DEPT. OF FOREoT ft.ND WATF.RS
J. E. Aughanbaugh
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Frederick H. Berry. Fruit & Nut Crops. Plant Industry Station. Beltsville. Md.

According to our records the following chestnut hybrids pianted
on the Mont Alto Forest are now deadl

At your convenience will you please check your records and let
Us know if any of the above are still alive. Otherwise we will
place the cards for these hybrids in our DEAD file. ,(W'i?
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DATE: Feb. 7. 1956

6b37
b737
b837
b937
7137
7337
7437

HYbrid Chestnut Trees Planted at Mont Ai'o. Pa.

Dr. J. D. Diller, Beitsville Experimental
Forest. U. S. Forest Service., Beltsville. Md.
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